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Sure,	you’ve	gone	to	YouTube	and	watched	that	occasional,	amusing,	few-minute-long	video	whose	URL	a	friend	emailed	you.	But	what	if	you’re	in	the	mood	for	something	longer	and	at	a	better	picture	quality?	We	took	six	services	offering	just	that	out	for	a	spin:	CinemaNow,	Apple’s	iTunes	Movie	store,	MovieFlix,	Movielink,	Amazon’s	Unbox,	and
Starz’s	Vongo.	Each	has	a	somewhat	different	take	on	what	your	online	movie	downloading	experience	should	be.	They	vary	in	what	they	offer,	how	you	should	pay,	and	whether	you	subscribe	to	a	film	library,	rent,	or	purchase	the	content.Though	video	on	demand	has	been	a	glimmer	in	tech	execs’	eyes	since	the	turn	of	the	millennium,	the	enabling
technologies	are	finally	maturing,	and	three	of	the	services	we	review	just	appeared	in	2006—Apple’s	iTunes	movies,	Amazon’s	Unbox	and	Starz’s	Vongo.There	are	also	a	lot	of	illegal,	pirated-movie	download	sites	out	there	that	we	don’t	recommend	and	won’t	dignify	with	publishing	the	names	or	links	of.	Some	of	them	are	no	more	than	web	interfaces
for	file-sharing	technologies	like	Bittorrent.	When	a	site	claims	“all	free”	movies	(which	they	make	you	pay	a	site	subscription	for),	you	can	bet	it’s	one	of	these.	The	legal	movie	sites	we	review	claim	to	take	the	trip	to	the	video	store	or	that	wait	for	mail	from	Netflix	out	of	your	home	theater	viewings.	Is	the	convenience	worth	it?	What	do	you	gain	and
what	do	you	lose	when	switching	to	internet-delivered	entertainment?	Continued…	iPlayer	is	going	to	face	some	tough	competition	when	Hulu	launches	later	this	year	There's	never	been	a	better	time	to	be	a	cheapskate.	Instead	of	buying	CDs,	you	can	stream	almost	any	song	ever	recorded	without	paying	a	penny.Instead	of	expensive	DVD	box	sets,
you	can	get	entire	series	online	for	free.	Movies	new	and	old	are	mere	clicks	away,	with	no	admission	fee	bar	the	odd	advert.Established	authors	want	you	to	flick	the	pages	of	virtual	editions	of	their	work,	while	up-and-coming	writers	hope	that	free	copies	now	will	make	you	a	lifelong	fan	later.Getting	free	content	couldn't	be	easier	–	and	it's	all
perfectly	legal.	Who	needs	dodgy	downloads	when	there's	a	lifetime's	worth	of	legal	stuff	to	consume	first?The	best	free	ebooksThe	web	is	awash	with	things	to	read,	but	even	the	best	pieces	of	writing	online	have	usually	been	chopped	into	pieces	and	plastered	with	adverts.	If	you'd	rather	lose	yourself	in	a	book,	there's	no	shortage	of	content	to
choose	from	–	and	you're	not	limited	to	the	ancient,	out-of-copyright	titles	on	Project	Gutenberg	either.One	of	the	best	places	to	start	is	Matthew	McClintock's	site	Manybooks.net,	which	collates	ebooks	from	a	wide	range	of	sources	and	provides	download	links	via	the	website	and	its	associated	RSS	feeds.	The	emphasis	is	largely	on	older	publications
–	you	won't	find	the	latest	Dan	Brown	novel	here	–	but	the	choice	is	enormous.	We	particularly	like	the	banned	books	category.Few	mainstream	publishers	offer	free	downloads	of	entire	books,	so	science	fiction	and	fantasy	publisher	Baen	Books	deserves	enormous	credit	for	its	library	of	published	novels.	As	Baen's	Eric	Flint	explained	back	in	2000,
Baen	is	giving	away	books	to	fight	piracy:	"I'm	quite	confident	that	any	'losses'	I	sustain	will	be	more	than	made	up	for	by	the	expansion	in	the	size	of	my	audience,"	he	wrote.	Nine	years	on,	Baen's	still	adding	books	to	the	list	of	freebies.Magazine	publishers	are	beginning	to	embrace	free	content	too.	Both	www.issuu.com	and	www.iudu.com	attempt
to	recreate	the	printed	magazine	experience	in	your	web	browser	–	we	use	the	former	to	showcase	features	on	the	PC	Plus	website	–	and	while	the	available	publications	tend	to	be	niche	titles,	a	bit	of	browsing	uncovers	plenty	of	little	gems.FREEBIES:	Issuu	delivers	a	traditional	magazine	experience	inside	your	web	browserIf	you'd	rather	read
publications	in	PDF	format,	PDF	Geni	aims	to	be	the	Google	of	the	PDF	world.	It's	fast	and	works	well,	but	it's	best	suited	to	technical	and	business-related	documents.Everyone's	an	authorYou'll	find	lots	of	PowerPoint	presentations	and	documents	about	running	electrical	substations	on	Scribd	(opens	in	new	tab),	but	the	so-called	'YouTube	of	Print'
also	provides	access	to	an	enormous	catalogue	of	fiction	and	non-fiction	books.One	problem	with	sites	like	this	is	their	accessibility.	The	fact	that	anybody	can	upload	means	the	odd	bit	of	piracy	and	a	lot	of	pretty	bad	writing.If	you	like	the	idea	of	discovering	new	authors	but	don't	want	to	wade	through	the	dross,	HarperCollins'	Authonomy	might	be
the	solution.	It's	a	cross	between	a	publishing	platform	and	a	social	network,	with	aspiring	authors	uploading	their	work	and	rating	others'	efforts.	Books	are	free	to	read,	and	if	you	don't	mind	reading	works	in	progress	–	few	of	the	available	books	have	been	edited	by	professional	editors	–	you	might	just	discover	the	next	blockbuster	author.If	you're
too	busy	to	read	entire	manuscripts,	try	www.dailylit.com.	It	takes	an	interesting	approach	to	online	reading:	instead	of	giving	you	the	entire	book,	it	chops	it	up	into	daily	instalments	and	delivers	it	via	email	or	RSS.	There	are	more	than	800	free	books	to	choose	from	–	from	self-help	to	science	fiction.Best	horror	moviesThe	best	Shudder	movies	Page
2	Free	online	TVThe	BBC	iPlayer	is	a	wonderful	thing	but,	as	a	BBC	announcer	might	put	it,	other	video	services	are	available.	Channel	4's	4oD	service	is	very	good,	with	the	option	to	PIN-protect	the	service	so	young	children	don't	watch	the	channel's	more	mature	output	available.It's	not	just	a	catch-up	service	for	the	last	few	days'	programmes,
either:	4oD	is	offers	entire	archives,	so	you	can	watch	the	entire	first	and	second	series	of	things	like	Green	Wing	if	you	fancy	it.	It's	one	of	the	best	ways	to	kill	time	watching	TV	series	legally.Channel	Five	offers	video	on-demand	too,	with	free	programming	in	exchange	for	pre-roll	advertising,	and	both	it	and	ITV	make	programmes	available	for	30
days	after	broadcast.Sky's	getting	in	on	the	act	too,	but	it's	not	quite	as	generous	as	its	terrestrial	rivals:	much	of	the	Sky	Player's	(opens	in	new	tab)	free	programming	has	a	little	asterisk	after	the	word	'free'.	Sky	is	rather	keen	on	protecting	its	subscription	revenues,	so	content	you'd	normally	need	a	Sky	dish	to	watch	is	only	free	to	existing	Sky
subscribers	–	and	only	if	you're	already	paying	to	get	that	particular	channel.Even	YouTube	is	getting	in	on	the	TV	act.	In	September,	Channel	4	became	the	first	broadcaster	to	agree	to	deliver	full-length	TV	programming	on	Google's	video	service.	The	deal	means	Channel	4	will	publish	more	than	3,000	hours	of	archive	programmes	such	as	BrassEye
and	Teachers,	with	Google	and	Channel	4	splitting	the	ad	money.You'll	also	find	Channel	4	content	on	movie	rental	site	LoveFilm,	whose	video-on-demand	service	is	peppered	with	freebies	such	as	Derren	Brown	Mind	Control.	If	you're	using	an	ad	blocker	you'll	need	to	switch	it	off,	as	LoveFilm	–	reasonably	enough	–	needs	to	pay	the	bills	in	order	to
deliver	free	programming.One	of	the	most	interesting	video-on-demand	services	is	Hulu	(opens	in	new	tab),	a	joint	venture	between	NBC	Universal,	News	Corp	and	Disney	that	streams	content	from	nearly	190	different	companies	including	FOX,	ABC,	Sony,	Warner	Bros	and	Comedy	Central.US	ONLY:	The	popular	video-on-demand	service	Hulu	is
finally	coming	to	the	UK	at	some	point	in	2010That	makes	it	a	one-stop	shop	for	almost	any	popular	US	programme:	The	Simpsons,	Lost,	The	Office,	30	Rock…	it's	a	superb	service	and	there's	just	one	problem:	the	UK	launch	has	been	delayed	until	at	least	2010,	so	if	you're	outside	the	US	you	can't	use	it	unless	you're	willing	to	bend	the	rules	a	little
bit.We're	told	that	anonymisers	such	as	Hotspot	Shield	(opens	in	new	tab)	can	fool	services	such	as	Lulu.com	and	the	Lala.com	streaming	music	service	into	believing	you	are	a	US	resident,	although	using	such	trickery	is	definitely	against	the	terms	and	conditions.It's	also	worth	noting	that	broadcasters	are	actively	trying	to	block	anonymiser
services,	so	what	works	today	might	not	work	tomorrow.	The	Boxee	media	centre	software	is	engaged	in	an	ongoing	battle	with	Hulu:	the	service	bans	Boxee,	Boxee	finds	a	way	round	it,	Hulu	blocks	that	and	so	on.	All	platforms:	Download	your	favorite	online	video	clips	from	YouTube,	5min,	Metacafe,	and	more	than	50	other	online	video	sharing	sites
with	free	open	source	application	xVideoServiceThief.	Enter	a	URL	of	nearly	any	online	video	and	xVideoServiceThief	will	automatically	download	the	video	(unless	you	specify	otherwise).	Videos	can	be	downloaded	to	either	FLV	or	AVI	formats.	For	an	alpha	build,	xVideoServiceThief	has	a	few	bugs;	not	all	services	were	tested	error-free.	The
application	does,	however,	accept	anonymous	bug	reports	automatically.	Regardless,	the	interface	is	pretty	slick,	with	options	to	pause,	cancel,	and	to	delete	downloads	from	the	queue.	An	indicator	displays	the	download	status	and	speeds	of	each	video.	xVideoServiceThief's	open	source	approach	should	mean	that	downloading	videos	from	your
favorite	sites	should	never	be	too	hard	to	achieve.	xVideoServiceThief	is	a	free	open	source	download	for	Windows,	Mac,	and	Linux.	xVideoServiceThief	[via	Hehe2.net]	Web	site	KeepVid	lets	you	download	the	embedded	video	from	40	different	web	sites,	including	all	the	usual	suspects	(Google	Video,	YouTube,	iFilm,	etc.).If	you	don't	like	previously-
mentioned	Firefox	extension	Download	Embedded,	or	you	aren't	using	Firefox,	KeepVid	offers	a	simple	solution	for	downloading	embedded	video	to	your	desktop	with	a	minimum	of	effort.Yesterday	we	mentioned	Google	Video	Downloader,	a	web	app	dedicated	to	extracting	the	URL	of	the…Read	moreKeepVid	You	can	find	hundreds	of	free	comedy
movies	online,	saving	you	money,	as	well	as	the	hassle	of	going	out	to	rent	a	DVD	or	visit	a	movie	theater.	These	free	movie	sites	have	featured	lots	of	comedies	over	the	years,	including	Charlie	Bartlett,	Bruno,	American	Pie	Presents:	The	Book	Of	Love,	Shaun	of	the	Dead,	Beverly	Hills	Ninja,	Click,	and	RV,	among	many	more.	If	you're	looking	for
something	more	classic,	there	are	some	older	comedy	movies	including	Some	Like	It	Hot,	Blondie	on	a	Budget,	Navy	Blues,	Smart	Alecks,	and	Chasing	Trouble.	You	might	also	stumble	across	titles	you've	never	heard	of,	that	may	just	turn	out	to	be	the	unique	and	hilarious	movie	you've	been	looking	for.	Since	they're	free	to	watch,	you'll	feel	more
comfortable	taking	the	chance	on	something	new.	©	Crackle,	Inc.	Crackle	has	hundreds	of	full	length	comedies	that	are	completely	free	to	watch.	You	can	browse	by	date	added	or	the	title.	Blankman,	Man	On	The	Moon,	Bruno,	American	Pie	Presents:	The	Book	Of	Love,	Balls	Out:	Gary	The	Tennis	Coach,	Woke	Up	Dead	Movie,	Shaun	of	the	Dead,
Beverly	Hills	Ninja,	Click,	and	RV	are	some	of	the	comedies	we've	seen	here.	Crackle	has	dozens	of	free	TV	sitcoms	too,	like	3rd	Rock	From	the	Sun,	Being	Human,	Dennis	the	Menace,	Detectorists,	and	Dilbert.	Popcornflix	has	several	genres	of	free	movies,	one	of	which	is	specifically	for	comedies,	which	you	can	select	through	the	menu	at	the	top	of
the	website.	Of	the	few	dozens	movies	in	this	genre,	here	are	a	few	we've	seen	available:	Paperback,	The	Grand	Theft,	Black	Spring	Break,	Director's	Cut,	The	Hustle,	Side	By	Each,	Entropy,	and	Caught	in	the	Act.	©	Classic	Cinema	Online	Dozens	of	free	classic	comedies	are	available	from	Classic	Cinema	Online.	Some	of	the	movies	are	categorized	as
romantic	comedies	and	others	are	silent	films.	I'm	From	Arkansas,	Some	Like	It	Hot,	Blondie	on	a	Budget,	Navy	Blues,	Smart	Alecks,	Topper,	and	Three	Husbands	are	a	few	examples.	Pluto	TV	is	another	source	of	free	online	comedy	movies	and	TV	shows.	There	are	two	ways	you	can	find	comedy	videos	at	Pluto	TV...	The	first	is	through	the	Pluto	TV
mobile	app.	You	can	pick	from	a	list	of	comedies	like	Legally	Blonde	(1	and	2),	Barbershop,	Stan	Helsing,	Wedding	Daze,	Inbetweeners,	Bill	&	Ted's	Bogus	Journey,	and	Dead	Man	on	Campus.	The	other	way	to	find	free	comedies	here	is	to	watch	them	live	through	the	Pluto	TV	Comedy	channel.	Movies	are	played	here	24/7	and	new	ones	are	added
every	week,	but	they	might	also	be	mixed	in	with	movies	from	other	genres	like	dramas	or	romance	movies.	On-demand	comedies	are	available,	too,	which	means	you	can	watch	them	at	any	time,	as	many	times	as	you	like.	Pluto	TV	is	also	known	for	their	TV	shows.	You	can	get	comedy-specific	shows	from	a	multitude	of	comedy	channels	which	include
The	Onion	and	CRACKED,	among	others.	Thousands	of	free	movies	and	TV	shows	are	available	through	Tubi,	and	they	can	all	be	viewed	on	a	number	of	mobile	devices	in	addition	to	a	computer.	Some	of	the	free	comedies	at	Tubi	include	Fully	Loaded,	Jeff	Who	Lives	At	Home,	Eldorado,	He's	Way	More	Famous	Than	You,	10	Years	Later,	Johan,	Ghost
Team	One,	and	Dreamworld.	There's	also	a	whole	section	at	Tubi	that's	just	for	stand	up	comedy	videos.	Some	movies	require	you	to	log	in	to	view	them,	but	registration	is	free	and	only	takes	a	few	moments.	YouTube	is	widely	known	for	music	videos,	movie	trailers,	and	other	types	of	online	video,	but	there	are	also	lots	of	movies	you	can	watch	for
free.	YouTube	doesn’t	let	you	search	for	movies	by	genre,	which	means	you	must	scroll	through	all	the	films	to	find	one	you	want	to	watch.	You	can	do	this	either	through	the	home	page	link	below	or	with	YouTube's	curated	selection	of	free	movies.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!
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